
 

 

 

WASTE TO ENERGY INCINERATORS PROPOSAL - GREENWASH AT BEST  

LET’S HAVE GOVERNMENT START RECYCLING – “Made in Australia” from waste 

We oppose the proposal - Lithgow Environment Group representing numerous members of the Lithgow Community opposes the 

proposal to burn waste for energy.  

Producing energy from solid waste incineration is highly inefficient 

The net energy gain of burning mixed waste is low or non-existent, making incineration one of the least efficient ways to 

produce energy when compared to renewable sources like wind, solar, hydro or geothermal.2, 3   Because of these inefficiencies, 

incineration facilities do not recoup investment based on energy income alone.4 The main revenue supporting these facilities is 

typically not the sale of heat and energy, but tipping fees. 

 

WHAT ARE WASTE INCINERATORS? They are essentially a fossil fuel power station. Waste incinerators are a type of waste to 

energy facility which burns waste at very high temperatures, turning it into gas and ash.1 The main accelerant for the combustion 

is high calorific value, fossil fuel-based plastics (supported by coal or natural gas backup to reach operating temperature). Small 

amounts of energy can be produced as a by-product of this process. Some facilities also use the excess heat as an energy source. 

INCINERATION WILL UNDERMINE THE TRANSITION TO ZERO WASTE, A CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND OUR LOW-

EMISSIONS FUTURE 

Waste incineration for energy capture is not a ‘renewable’ source of energy; it is an extractive industry that burns fossil fuels and 

plastics (that come from fossil fuels) and other resources like paper, glass and organic matter. Despite this, incinerators are 

currently called ‘renewable energy’ by the industry and government and are thus eligible for greenhouse credits, which is used 

to prop up their expensive financial model. Energy generated by these facilities is also eligible for Large-Scale Generation 

Certificates as part of the federal government’s Renewable Energy Targets. 

WASTE INCINERATORS ARE ENERGY INEFFICIENT AND EXPENSIVE Waste incinerators are an expensive way to produce 

energy. Very little of the energy embedded in plastic products (from extraction, production, manufacturing and transport) is 

recovered by burning as waste to energy. Recycling products saves far more energy overall. Studies found that energy 

recaptured by recycling plastics was nearly 75 mega joules per kilogram of waste, while incineration was a mere 6 mega joules 

per kilogram of waste.3 

INCINERATORS GENERATE HAZARDOUS WASTE Incinerator chimney stacks have filters in them in an attempt to reduce 

toxic emissions and particles entering into the atmosphere and the environment. The filters build up fly ash – or ‘filter cake’ – 

over time, which is a highly hazardous material that must be disposed of in a hazardous waste landfill. 1%–5% of the quantity of 

the original waste feedstock becomes fly ash.5 In Germany, the toxic fly ash from waste incineration is buried deep in disused 

salt mines as they know how dangerous it is. High volumes of chemicals and water are also used to treat the gas coming out of 

the furnaces. 
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Australia has been working for years under the Stockholm Convention to eradicate dioxins and furans in our environment.6 

These persistent organic pollutants (POPs) are known to be carcinogenic, mutagenic, teratogenic and have highly toxic 

characteristics.7 Waste incinerators will create a new and large source of dioxins from emissions and ash. Incinerators are listed 

in Annex C of the convention as a primary source of these hazardous pollutants, which Australia has a legal obligation to reduce 

and eliminate – not increase. 

Air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxides, particulate matter, mercury, lead, dioxins and furans are emitted from 

waste incinerators at higher levels than gas-burning power plants. These substances are known to have effects such as increased 

risk of cancer, respiratory illness, cardiac disease, and developmental and neurological problems. Australia’s air pollution 

standards for sulfur dioxide are currently 11 times higher than standards recommended by the World Health Organization. 

Solution: NO INCINERATORS  

 Implement recycling solutions that will begin our transition to zero waste and a circular economy.  

 Lithgow community is against this, and does not accept the proposal to operate such a process5 

 Our community opposes any business proposing to reuse energy from waste from a form of incineration;  

 Stop All hazardous emissions. Licences required to limit ALL emissions generated; 

 Wallerawang ash & dam repositories are currently remediating these significantly contaminated sites, Mt 

Piper Ash Repository is leaching into underground water and local waterway. Adding another source of ash, 

as in this proposal before a long term solution is ludicrous;  

 Gardens of Stones SCA is on 2 sides in parts to Mt Piper and decommissioned Wang PS; 

 Energy from Waste is not a source of renewable energy should be removed from NSW EPA hierarchy;  

 We will only vote for politicians willing to promote recycling/circular economy/environment/people first 
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