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Gardens of Stone SCA Eastern Pygmy Possum
events/activities

This event is a Lithgow Environment Group Inc initiative and was made possible from a Lithgow City Council 
grant and Blue Mountains Conservation Society donation, commissioning our local fauna ecologist Andrew 

Lothian ςBiodiversity Monitoring Services who has been monitoring local fauna populationsfor over 15 
years.

His knowledge extends prior to the 2013 and 2019-2020 fires, documenting evidence based  records in the 
surrounding natural areas and within the Gardens of Stone State Conservation Area.

Lithgow Environment Group has worked with Andrew since 2020 (after the fires), placing the Eastern Pygmy 
Possums nest tubes in various locations, and continues to monitor nest boxes on a regular basis. LEG 

initiated connecting Andrew with Lithgow District Women Shed, volunteering his time to assist with making 
the tubes. Andrewwill present his knowledge with how native flora and fauna are travelling since the fires.

Andrews credentials: Principal Ecologist/Director Biodiversity Monitoring Services, President Ecological 
Consultants Association of NSW, Certified Practicing Ecological Consultant, BAM Accredited Assessor

Preserving the balance of Nature
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Our community strong and resilient but with loss, fear and the need to heal, help comes 
to the forefront 

Our group was desperate to help in any way after the 2019-2020 fire. 
The journey began
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Timeline activities from 2022 to 2025
Declaration of GoS SCA declared May 2022 first placements Jan 2023 volunteers
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May 2023 Nature Journal Walk 
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FEMALE EASTERN 
PYGMY POSSUM, 
MAY 2024
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FEMALE EASTERN PYGMY 
POSSUM, MAY 2024
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Male FEATHERTAIL 
GLIDER MAY 2024
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Male FEATHERTAIL GLIDER MAY 
2024
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LEG continues with checking the tubes with activity. Most recent Feb 2025 Fauna 
Ecologist Mikaela had a surprise with Antechinus agilis. May 2025 check no activity.
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How is our natural area 
Gardens of Stone 

travelling after 2019-2020 
fire

ĀÓĖÙĲ ZĆġëíÀĀ

sĖíĀÎíēÀú 8ÎĆúĆçíĚġ
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fĥġúíĀÙ
Introduction ς Who am I?  What do I do?  Why?

Methods ς study area, survey techniques

Results ς diversity over time, relative abundance 

Discussion ς lessons learnt, issues arising from frequency of fire

ĲĲĲːÌíĆÓíıÙĖĚíġĴÿĆĀíġĆĖíĀçːÎĆÿːÀĥ



Andrew Lothian | Biodiversity Monitoring Services | Presented for Lithgow Environmental Group

Who, what, why?
Long term monitoring programs

Impact assessment

Offset investigation

Target fauna survey
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+úĥÙ_ĆĥĀġÀíĀĚ˖ZíġëçĆĲ EÀĥĀÀ



Threatened Birds

Glossy Black-Cockatoo

Gang-gang Cockatoo

Turquoise Parrot

Little Eagle

Owls ς Powerful, Barking, Masked, 
Sooty

Honeyeaters ς Regent, Painted, 
Black-chinned

Woodland birds ς Scarlet Robin, 
Flame Robin, Speckled Warbler, 
Varied Sittella

36 species lost over 25% of their 
habitat in 2019 bushfires (Birdlife 
Australia)

ĲĲĲːÌíĆÓíıÙĖĚíġĴÿĆĀíġĆĖíĀçːÎĆÿːÀĥ


